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 19th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 9 AUGUST 2020 

(Prayer of the Church Week 3 Parish Mass Book Page 114 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

Saturday 9.00am People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am Steven Houlton 

Monday 7.00pm Sean Hudson 

Tuesday 9.00am Private Intention 

Wednesday 7.00pm Peter Knowles 

Thursday 9.00am Linda Rush 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 9.00am O’Neile Golden Wedding 

Sunday 10.00am Dr Jo O’Donnell 

 

Novena  No novena this week 

Confessions  No confessions this week 

Meditation  No meditation this week   

 
 
 Counters team next Sunday 

 No counters needed 

 PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

 I will do them 

 

 

 
PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MASS IN PRESCOT 

Until Mass resumes here at Portico, you may be interested to know that Mass is 

celebrated at Our Lady's in Prescot at  11.30am every Sunday and at 12.00pm 

every weekday except Friday. There is plenty of room in the Church.  I would 

appreciate if you know of any other celebrations you would let me know.  I am 

really sorry that I am not up to it at the moment.  Progress is indeed VERY slow. 
 

A Dominican Mystic 

Another of the Rhineland Mystics was Meister Eckhart. His writings were 

probably the height of Western nondualism. Carl McColman has written several 

accessible books on the Christian mystics that broaden and deepen our notion of 

mysticism. He even makes a mystic like Meister Eckhart understandable! Here 

McColman captures the essence of Eckhart: Meister Eckhart stands alongside 

Bernard of Clairvaux and John of the Cross as one of the most celebrated Christian 

mystics; he is also one of the most controversial figures, having a number of his 

teachings declared as heretical shortly after his death. Today, some scholars 

believe that the censure of Eckhart’s ideas may have been politically motivated and 

have made efforts to have his name formally cleared by the Vatican.  The problem 

with [reading] Eckhart seems to be that his ideas were often expressed using 

language that could easily be misinterpreted. [I, Richard, believe he was 

misinterpreted because he was a nondual thinker, speaking to mostly dualistic 

thinkers—just as Jesus was doing.] He has been accused of pantheism (the belief 

that all things are God) or monism (the idea that there is ultimately no distinction 

between God and creation). [Richard again: I believe Eckhart was primarily 

teaching panentheism, which means God in all things.] He stressed God as a 

ground of being present throughout creation—including in the human soul—and 

that each Christian is invited to give birth to Christ within one’s soul. As a 

preacher, Eckhart saw his sermons as a means of inspiring his listeners to 

recognize the divine presence within, and in so doing to be “wonderfully united” to 

God. In his Sermon 5, he offers four goals for his preaching:  When I preach, I am 

accustomed to talk about detachment, saying that we should become free of 

ourselves and of all things. Secondly, I say that we should be in-formed back into 

the simple goodness, which is God. Thirdly, I say that we should be mindful of the 

great nobility which God has given the soul in order that we should become 

wonderfully united with [God]. Fourthly, I speak of the purity of the divine nature, 

and of the radiance within it which is ineffable. God is a word: an unspoken word. 

[1] [RR: Unspoken, that is, until and unless we ourselves speak from the True 

Self!] 
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